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St. David’s Episcopal Church
Bean Blossom, Indiana
Sixth Sunday of Easter, Year B
Sermon by the Rev. Kate Wilson

Acts 10:44-48    Psalm 98    1 John 5:1-6    John 15: 9-17


Good morning!  If LOVE isn’t the theme of today’s readings, what would it be?  It would be love beyond the bounds we set on ourselves, and love that encircles more than we see in front of us. 
Why would I say this? Let’s look at our reading from Acts. Unfortunately, all that leads up to this short reading is omitted; Peter is simply speaking to a group of Gentiles. But you know and I know that sometimes it takes all the experiences of our lives to prepare us for important changes, and it is only looking back on our experiences that we see the progression readying us for where we are, sometimes surprisingly, here and now.
Before Peter met with these Gentiles, he was in Joppa and had a vision of a sheet being lowered with reptiles and all sorts of four legged animals. Then he heard a voice saying, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 14But Peter said, ‘By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.’ 15The voice said to him again, a second time, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ God tells Peter to kill something and eat it. 
And as is usual for Peter, the command happens a third time, and the vision ends with the direction to trust, and to go with, three Gentiles who are coming for him. And sure enough, three messengers come from Caesarea because a very devout Roman Centurion named Cornelius, a Gentile, wants Peter to come to teach his household. 
Peter has many growth opportunities before this. He asks Jesus to build three tents at the scene of the Transfiguration. Maybe he envisions making a new living on land selling tee shirts and hats. Jesus never says a word about this, he just walks back down the mountain after a most unbelievable experience. I suspect Peter reconsidered his idea. Later, Peter denies knowing Jesus three times. When a cock crows, he remembers Jesus’s words to him. I suspect that here, Peter has greater respect for Jesus and much greater humility, although he still has not put all the pieces together, and won’t, until after the resurrection. 
When this reading in Acts occurs, time has passed since the tragic days of Jesus’s crucifixion and his glorious resurrection. Peter is now spreading the Good News. He may not even be aware of his past learning until he is pushed again, into opening his mind and his soul beyond the Jewish nation, to the Gentiles. Perhaps Peter’s earlier experiences, which some of us might experience as humiliating, happened not for the moment they happened, but as part of Peter’s life journey toward God. Perhaps they happened to open Peter up to new possibilities, beyond his predictable expectations. 
Peter’s vision opened him to embrace those on the outside, the “other side”, to those who eat profane, unclean food. Peter is sitting among those very people. 
Peter opens his words to them with this, and just think about the growth he has experienced just before saying them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality”. Do you believe that? He has become ready for this moment through his mistakes and his errors and his rambunctiousness and enthusiasm. And now he is among “the other.” And he starts by saying this:
I truly understand that God shows no partiality” 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.
Peter continued to share his full experience with Jesus, through his travels and teachings, through his death and resurrection and commissioning of us all to live as he lived, to love as he loved. It was after Peter’s testimony of the story of Jesus’s mission that we come to this reading,
44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47‘Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.
And don’t you know that Peter enjoyed every meal he ate, as did those who accompanied him from Joppa. 
There are innate awarenesses of right and wrong. There are also life experiences of grace and humiliation, of trying and failing and trying again, through which we discern deep understandings of right and wrong, of love and acceptance, and allow the circle of whom we consider our neighbor to grow and thrive.
These experiences allow us to celebrate the commandment of our Gospel this morning, in which 
Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete… I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”
Jesus explains that living as he lived, and loving as he loved, the basis of all he asks of us, will grow through our experiences and our abilities to live out that love in our actions. 
Similarly to Peter, on Thursday, after the National Day of Prayer at the County Court House, I found myself eating lunch with six members of the Pentecostal Church of Nashville at La Casa del Sol, two of whom were ministers, and with the minister of the Holiness Church up 135. They recognized me coming out of the ladies’ room and asked me to join them. There were no visions involved. And for the rest of that story, you’ll have to wait for our Newsletter. I found myself ready to enter that opened door.
Thanks be to God. 



